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Students can work in groups of 2.1. Focus the blood smear slide. 2.Identify the 

WBC's that you see 3. Your partner will keep a 

tally of the cells as you identify them. Record 

this information on the data sheet. 4. Continue 

counting until you have identified 50 WBC's.5. 

then let your partner identify 50. 6. Total the 

tally marks for each type of WBC. This number 

represents the percent of each type of WBC.
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Date:

1. What is a white blood cell differential?  2. What is its significance?   3. What happens to the body if there are 

not enough white blood cells?    4. If you had a severe infection, woul you expect your WBC count to be closest 

to 5,000, 10,000, or 15,000?

PROVISIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES:

OVERVIEW / ANNOTATION:

To identify and determine the percentage of each type of white blood cell in prepared blood smear.

BACKGROUND / PREPARATION:

Have the students identify the five types of white blood cells and make a sketch of each one.

PRIMARY LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

By using a microscope to look at a stained blood smear, you can identify and determine the percentage of 

each type of white blood cell. Students use a WBC differential to diagnosis the type of infection that their blood 

smear contains.
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